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'soft, moist, elephantine prehistoric' of the East, the in-
difference of the time-less Orient to the overstrained con-
sciousness of the European escaping from collective bore-
dom and neurosis. Instead of the liberated soul, he
found Buddha in Ceylon. And the very name of Bud-
dha evoked within him stock-responses of a peculiarly
un-illuminating kind: 'I feel absolutely dead off Buddh-
hism', he writes from Ceylon, 'either Nibbana or Nirvana,
Kama or Karma. They can have Buddha.'*

" What exactly Lawrence understood of Buddhism is
very difficult to say. He found in it mostly negative
qualities, denial of life, denial of the soul, rejection of ac-
tivity or creation as a life-giving principle. This lack of a
dynamic appeal made him unreasonably bitter. One more
reason for his bitterness is undoubtedly due to the ab-
sence of any dualism whatsoever in Buddhism; he found
'souls' that could afford not to struggle against them-
selves, because they had achieved a final and ultimate
liberation of which Lawrence could not but be ignorant.
The fact that Buddhism is something more than an ex-
ternal cult consisting of dogmas and rituals, seems ne-
ver to have struck Lawrence. Pre-occupied, as he always
had been, with the twisted complexities of the European
soul, he could not possibly visualize a soul liberated from
boredom and neurosis without any visible effort. The
effort implied in Buddhistic teaching is all within; no
westerner without a thorough knowledge of Buddhist
training will be able to appreciate much of the external
cult. And Lawrence also finds it 'all a bit extraneous.
I feel I don't belong, and never should.. .It was won-
derful, gorgeous and barbaric with all the elephants and

* To Mrs, A. C. Jenkins, 28-3-1922, p. 542.